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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of undue length (189 
words). The guideline for the length of the abstract is at most 150 words. Correction is 
required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Objections 

Claims 6, 12 and 18 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) 
in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claims 6, 12 and 
18 describe a system, a method and a program further including a web browser. 
Claims 6, 12 and 18 do not further limit the subject matter of claims 1, 7, and 13 
respectively since a web browser is an integral part of accessing the web. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ng 
(6,405,175). 

Claim 1 : Ng discloses in a World Wide Web (Web) communication network with 
user access through a plurality of data processor controlled user interactive receiving 
display stations, a system for buying products offered from Web sites comprising: 

a. means at a receiving display station for displaying a Web page accessed 
from a Web site (col 5, lines 27-36 and Fig 2, element 40); 

b. means for selecting a product offered for sale from said Web page (col 3, 
lines 44-49; col 8, lines 36-45; col 11, lines 2-20; col 15, lines 25-30 and 
Fig 2); 

c. means for storing at said receiving station, a set of predetermined search 
queries respectively to each of a set of Web database sites for data 
related to attributes of a selected product (col 1 1 , lines 20-21 ; lines 55-59 
and Fig 2); and 

d. means responsive to a selection of a product for sending said search 
queries to said Web database sites to thereby provide a purchase profile 
of the product (col 11, lines 2-17; lines 43-53 and Fig 2). 

Claim 2: Ng discloses the Web system for buying products of claim 1 wherein 
said means for sending said search queries are automatically responsive to said 
selection of said product (col 11, lines 2-20). 



■ 
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Claim 3: Ng discloses the Web system for buying products of claim 1 wherein 
one of said search queries is sent to a database Web site providing data on the quality 
of the Web sites offering products (col 8, lines 64-67 and col 10, lines 2-47). 

Claim 4: Ng discloses the Web system for buying products of claim 1 wherein 
one of said search queries is sent to a database Web site providing data on the quality 
of the selected product (col 17, lines 57-67 and col 18, lines 1-34). 

Claim 5: Ng discloses the Web system for buying products of claim 1 wherein 
one of said search queries is sent to a database Web site providing data on the 
comparative price of the selected product at a plurality of Web sites offering the product 
(col 5, lines 27-34; col 6, lines 64-67; col 7, line 1 and col 7, line 15-21). 

Claim 6: Ng discloses the Web system for buying products of claim 1 further 
comprising: Web browsing means at said receiving display station including: 

a. said means for displaying a Web page accessed from a Web site (col 5, 
lines 27-36 and Fig 2, element 40); 

b. said means for selecting a product offered for sale from said Web page 
(col 3, lines 44-49; col 8, lines 36-45; col 11, lines 2-20; col 15, lines 25-30 
and Fig 2); 

c. said means for storing a set of predetermined search queries respectively 
to each of a set of Web database sites for data related to attributes of a 
selected product (col 1 1 , lines 20-21 ; lines 55-59 and Fig 2); and 

d. said means responsive to a selection of a product for sending said search 
queries to said Web database sites (col 1 1 , lines 2-17; lines 43-53 and Fig 

2). 

Claim 7: Ng discloses in a Web communication network with user access 
through a plurality of data processor controlled user interactive receiving display 
stations, a method for buying products offered from a plurality of Web sites comprising: 

a. displaying a Web page accessed from a Web site at a receiving display 
station (col 5, lines 27-36 and Fig 2, element 40); 

b. selecting a product offered for sale from said Web page (col 3, lines 44- 
49; col 8, lines 36-45; col 1 1 , lines 2-20; col 1 5, lines 25-30 and Fig 2); 

c. storing at said receiving station, a set of predetermined search queries 
respectively to each of a set of Web database sites for data related to 
attributes of a selected product (col 1 1 , lines 20-21 ; lines 55-59 and Fig 2); 
and 
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d. sending said search queries to said Web database sites responsive to a 
selection of a product to thereby fornn a purchase profile of the product 
(col 1 1 , lines 2-17; lines 43-53 and Fig 2). 

Claim 8: Ng discloses the method for buying products of claim 7 wherein said 
step of sending said search queries is automatically responsive to said selection of said 
product (col 11, lines 2-20). 

Claim 9: Ng discloses the method for buying products of claim 7 wherein one of 
said search queries is sent to a database Web site providing data on the quality of the 
Web sites offering products (col 8, lines 64-67 and col 10, lines 2-47). 

Claim 10: Ng discloses the method for buying products of claim 7 wherein one of 
said search queries is sent to a database Web site providing data on the quality of the 
selected product (col 17, lines 57-67 and col 18, lines 1-34). 

Claim 1 1 : Ng discloses the method for buying products of claim 7 wherein one of 
said search queries is sent to a database Web site providing data on the comparative 
price of the selected product at a plurality of Web sites offering the product (col 5, lines 
27-34; col 6, lines 64-67; col 7, line 1 and col 7, line 15-21). 

Claim 12: Ng discloses the method for buying products of claim 7 further 
comprising: a Web browsing process at said receiving display station including: 

a. said step of displaying a Web page accessed from a Web site (col 5, lines 
27-36 and Fig 2, element 40); 

b. said step of selecting a product offered for sale from said Web page (col 3, 
lines 44-49; col 8, lines 36-45; col 11, lines 2-20; col 15, lines 25-30 and 
Fig 2); 

c. said step of storing a set of predetermined search queries respectively to 
each of a set of Web database sites for data related to attributes of a 
selected products (col 11, lines 20-21; lines 55-59 and Fig 2); and 

d. said step of sending said search queries to said Web database sites 
responsive to a selection of a product (col 1 1 , lines 2-17; lines 43-53 and 
Fig 2). 

Claim 13 describes a computer program having a code recorded on a computer 
readable medium of claims 1 and 7; therefore, the prior arts of Ng as set fort above in 
claims 1 and 7 are relied upon to reject claim 13 {cf. claims 1 and 7 above). 

Claim 14 describes a computer program having a code recorded on a computer 
readable medium of claims 2 and 8; therefore, the prior arts of Ng as set fort above in 
claims 2 and 8 are relied upon to reject claim 14 {cf. claims 2 and 8 above). 
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Claim 15 describes a computer program having a code recorded on a computer 
readable medium of claims 3 and 9; therefore, the prior arts of Ng as set fort above in 
claims 3 and 9 are relied upon to reject claim 15 (cf. claims 3 and 9 above). 

Claim 16 describes a computer program having a code recorded on a computer 
readable medium of claims 4 and 10; therefore, the prior arts of Ng as set fort above in 
claims 4 and 10 are relied upon to reject claim 16 (cf. claims 4 and 10 above). 

Claim 17 describes a computer program having a code recorded on a computer 
readable medium of claims 5 and 1 1 ; therefore, the prior arts of Ng as set fort above in 
claims 5 and 11 are relied upon to reject claim 17 {cf, claims 5 and 1 1 above). 

Claim 18 describe a computer program having a code recorded on a computer 
readable medium of claims 6 and 12; therefore, the prior arts of Ng as set fort above in 
claims 6 and 12 are relied upon to reject claim 18 (cf. claims 6 and 12 above). 

Claim 19: Ng discloses the computer program of claim 18 wherein said Web 
browser program further includes a plug-in program including: 

a. said means for storing a set of predetermined search queries respectively 
to each of a set of Web database sites for data related to attributes of a 
selected product (col 9, lines 53-65; col 11, lines 20-21 and col 11, lines 
55-59); and 

b. said means responsive to a selection of a product for sending said search 
queries to said Web database sites (col 3, lines 44-49; col 8, lines 36-45; 
col 1 1 , lines 2-20 and col 1 5, lines 25-30). 

Claim 20: Ng discloses the computer program of claim 19 further including: 

a. means for adding or deleting predetermined search queries to said set of 
queries (col 9, lines 53-69 and Figs 3 and 7); and 

b. means for adding or deleting Web database sites to said set of Web 
database sites (col 5, lines 34-43 and Fig 3). 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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a. Bailey et al. (6,785,671) discloses a system and a method for locating 
web-based product offerings using a crawler program and indexing the 
results in searchable databases. 

b. Rothschild (6,651 ,053) discloses an interactive system for investigating 
products on a network, storing the product information and showing the 
results upon a query by a user. 

c. Chanos (US 2002/0032597) discloses a system and a method for 
providing request based consumer information. 

d. www.epinions.com discloses a website that features a searchable 
database of product information including rating of the product and the 
merchant offering the product. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tri V. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6965. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/899,453 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 3622 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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